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The Christmas shop-

ping season seems to 
begin earlier and ear-

lier every year. Yet 
the season of Advent 
always begins forty 

days before Christ-
mas on November 

15th. Perhaps the 
Wise Men in the Gos-
pel (Matthew 2:1-

12), who brought Je-
sus gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh to recognize and 
celebrate his birth, started saving and sacrific-
ing early in order to present extraordinary 

gifts to our Savior.  

At times, consumerism appears to overshadow 
the focus of the season of Advent. For believ-

ers, Christmas has become little more than a 
season of exchanging gifts with co-workers, 

loved ones and family. Let us not forget about 
the exciting Christmas parties we attend. 
Sadly, there is a trend among believers who 

celebrate the season, attend parties, exchange 
gifts, and take time off to relax with family 

and friends,  to fail to present the season hon-
oree with a special gift fit for the King of all. 
The honoree I am referring to is Jesus Christ 

our Risen Savior.  

Given the current economic downturn, many 
will say that they are unable to exchange gifts 

at the level of previous years. Retail stores--in 

response to the economy--have brought back 

layaway plans. For those not old enough to 
remember layaways, it was a purchase option 

without taking physical possession of the mer-
chandise, that required weeky or biweekly 
payments until paid in full. This was the way 

many families and individuals bought things 
before the innovation of credit cards. Layaway 

helped us make the distinction between a 
want and a need. Further, it taught lifelong 

lessons in patience, diligence and self-control.  

This Christmas Season let us all consider mak-
ing a special kind of layaway. A layaway  that 
does not involve money, but rather a commit-

ment of time to be with God in His house. A 
layaway plan for our future salvation. I pro-

pose that we make our weekly payment/
layaway plan as a commitment of time to 
come worship God. *Let us begin with some 

weekly layaway effort with the Advent Fast. 
Many Orthodox, who fast diligently during 

Lent, have not had much experience with the 
Advent Fast. Let us, this year, make some 
type of fasting commitment, in preparation for 

the joyous Feast of Christmas. *Let us come 
to church each Sunday this Advent Season. 

*Let us be sure to come celebrate the Litur-
gies of the Birth of Christ either on Christmas 
Eve night or Christmas morning. The presents 

under the tree will still be there when we get 
home. I promise you your Christmas Day will 

be much more fulfilling if it includes the Litur-
gical Celebration of the 'reason' we have this 
holiday. I promise those of you with children, 

if you begin the tradition of "first we go to 
Church for Christ's Birthday,"  your children 

will grow up with the correct understanding of 
Christmas, and without the hurried rush to 
tear the wrapping paper off every box. Let us 

teach our children, and remind ourselves that 
we may want certain things, but we need 

Christ.   

   Continued on  page 3... 
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ADMINISTRATION 
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John Patzakis - President 
Ted Vavoulis – Vice-President 

Irene Albeck - Secretary 
Julie Kiotas-Balas - Treasurer 

  

Nicholas Angelos, Sophia Angelos, Chris Bicos, 
Kalli Bicos, Sam Dallas, Nick Demopoulos, 

Syrus Mobayen, Steven Pappas,  
Peter Stavropoulos, Eleni Vagenas,  

Tashia Vagenas  
 

PAST PRESIDENTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Andrew Demopoulos, Chairman 
 

LADIES OF PHILOPTOCHOS 
Maria Kokoris 

 

CHOIR 
Jim Hronas 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Irene Albeck, Coordinator 

 
GOYA 

Esther Vavoulis 
 

GREEK SCHOOL 

Anastasia McClain, Director 
 

GREEK DANCE 
Esther Vavoulis- President 

 
MOMS N’ TOTS 

Maria Udria & Sophia Syrengelas 

 
VIPs 

Pantele Xanthos  
 

To email any of our church groups, please go to 

our website www.saint-anthonys.org 
and you will be able to contact us! 

Church office hours:   

 

Monday–Thursday 

9:00 am to 5:00 pm 

 

Friday 

9:00 am to 12:00 Noon 

 

Closed on Saturday & Sunday 

Sunday Services 

Orthos 9:00 am 

Divine Liturgy 10:00 am 

 

Publication Reminder:   
The Voice of Saint Anthony deadline is the 10th of the 

preceding month.  Please submit announcements elec-
tronically to Vicki Kades at VKades@gmail.com. 

 
St. Anthony's reserves the right to edit, alter or reject any content.  

 
Thank you to Stephanie Soewers for editing the monthly bulletin. 

 
Thank you to all that contribute photos to the monthly newsletter: 

Judie Christopoulos, Vicki Kades, Maria Karras, Steve Pappas and 
Esther Vavoulis.  

ST. ANTHONY GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 

778 S. ROSEMEAD BLVD.  

PASADENA, CA 91107 – 5613 

(626) 449-6943   Fax (626) 449-6974 

www.saint-anthonys.org 
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HOLY SERVICES PROGRAM 

DECEMBER 2009 
Sunday, Dec. 20  
9:00 a.m. Orthros                

10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy             
Sunday School Christmas Program 

 
Thursday, Dec. 24   

9:00 a.m. Service of the Great Hours    

 
Thursday, Dec. 24   

CHRISTMAS EVE 
6:00 p.m. Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil       

Reception will follow,  
hosted by Philoptochos 

Friday, Dec. 25   
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

8:00 a.m. Orthros 
9:00 a.m. Divine  

Liturgy  of St. John Chrysostom    

JANUARY 2010 
Tuesday, Jan. 5   
AGHIASMOS (BLESSING OF THE WATERS) 

9:00 a.m. Vesperal Divine Liturgy  
 

Wednesday, Jan. 6  
THEOPHANY AGHIASMOS (GREAT 

BLESSING OF THE WATERS) 
9:00 a.m. Orthros   

10:00 a.m.  Divine Liturgy         
 

Sunday, Jan. 10 
VASILOPITA BY PHILOPTOCHOS 

Immediately following divine liturgy 
 

Saturday, Jan. 16    

EVE OF THE FEAST OF ST. ANTHONY 
7:00 p.m. Great Vesper Service  

/Artoklasia    
Dinner will follow,   

hosted by Philoptochos 
 

Sunday, Jan. 17   
FEAST OF ST. ANTHONY              

9:00 a.m. Orthros   
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy          

Father Peter’s Message Continued from Page 1 
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Out of love for our family and friends, we are 

committed to parties, meal preparations, baking 
schedules, decorating our homes, mailings, and 

gift exchanges. We seem to do whatever it takes 
to make all our deadlines and complete all our 
holiday tasks. Let us place honoring the birth of 

our Savior at the top, at the beginning, at the 
forefront of our holiday lists. Let us remember 

that "our" gift to the Christ Child is our presence, 
our love, our time. This year let's all honor our 
Lord, as we each continue our Layaway Plan for 

Salvation.   

Let us bring our extraordinary gifts (our commit-

ment of time) as the Wise Men did to Christ. By 
doing so, our heartfelt gift will truly show honor 

to the Prince of Peace, who brought joy to all the 

world.  

Christ is Born! 

Glorify Him!  
Kala Xristouyenna 
Merry Christmas, 

 
Father Peter 



Subscribe to the  

St. Anthony Email list! 
 

It is easy, just go to the homepage of our web-

site— 

www.saint-anthony.org and click on the Sign-up 

for St. Anthony's Church e-mail list!  

 

In addition to receiving the email telling you the 

latest monthly newsletter is online, you will re-

ceive up-to-date announcements and information 

regarding services, parish news and events.  

Stewardship and Donations made EASY! 

 
Introducing Parish Pay a simple way to 

remember your stewardship, You will 
have the options to give one time, 

monthly, and annually. 
 

You may also use Parish Pay for special 
events like the festival, Easter, and 

Christmas. Of course, you may also 
make capital campaign and stewardship 

gifts as well. Donations may also be 
made anonymously. 

 
Go to www.saint-anthonys.org on the 

Donations link.  For more information 

contact the church office.   
 

 

Thank you for contributing 
to St. Anthony  

Greek Or thodox Church.  
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Save the Date  
 

Friday, February 5th  

7pm 
 

Very Special Family/Movie Night 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD 
 

 Dear Parishioners of St. Anthony: 
 

 As the Christmas Season approaches, our hearts and thoughts renew what the Nativ-
ity of Christ means to all of us… a time to express our love and appreciation through 
the act of giving. One way to do this is through St Anthony’s Annual community 

Christmas Card. This beautiful Nativity card is being made available to the entire com-
munity as it has always been in the past. 

 
 Please fill in and mail the form below, together with your check for $25.00 made pay-
able to: St. Anthony Greek Orthodox Church.  The deadline for the form and payment 

is December 9, 2009. 
 

Thank you and Merry Christmas, 
The Church Office 

Please send in the following information:     

Name(s), Address, City/State/Zip, Daytime Phone 
 

Make your check out to: 
St. Anthony Greek Orthodox Church 

778 S. Rosemead Blvd., Pasadena, California, 91107-5613 

(626) 449-6943 



Jr GOYA News 

           

The Jr. GOYA had their second, lively  Bible Bowl Prep 

session on Nov. 15. Mr. Christos Kanakis designed a 

great Jeopardy-style game, and the GOYANs and Jr 

GOYANs had a friendly competition and pizza lunch 

after church. The Jr. GOYANs finished their day with 

their first Sunday afternoon Bowl in Arcadia. We are 

looking forward to sending at least two competing 

teams to the the Bible Bowl on Sat, Dec. 5 at St. Sophia 

Cathedral.  

 

John and Georgia Vagenas have graciously offered to 

host the Jr. GOYA Pot-luck Christmas Party at their 

home on December 20th, 3:30 - 7:00pm.  John Vagenas 

and serveral other fathers will be leading the St. An-

thony 1st Annual Patriarch Bartholomew Wilderness 

Day a Jr. GOYA hike/bike/fishing outing at The West 

Fork, Azusa Canyon on Sat., Jan 2, 9am - 2pm. We are 

honoring our own Green Patriarch, who is admired and 

respected around the world by scientists, political and 

religious leaders alike for his dedicated efforts on behalf 

of God's Creation. Parents and all Jr. GOYANs 6th 

Grade to 8th Grade are welcomed to this outing, our 

Christmas Party and all Jr. GOYA events. Please come 

and join us! 
 

In Christ, 
 

Pres. Aida   
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GOYA 

GOYA Basketball Sign-Ups  

will begin soon!  

 
Please contact Alma for an application via email 
or pick one up at church.  All applications need 

to be turned in at church with the $75 fee by 
January .  Game Schedules will be available at 

church once the schedule is finalized. 

We are still looking for a Junior Boys' 
coach.   Please contact the church office if you 
are interested in coaching or assisting with 

league. 

 
 

Jr. GOYA Officers 
 

Katherine Vavoulis - President 

Katerina Dupas - Vice President 

Peter Stratos - Secretary, Niko Balas - Histo-

rian. 

Nikolitsa Vagenas, Yiannis Levandis, and 

Dennis Grover - Project/Activity Overseers 

Senior GOYA Calendar 
Saturday Dec. 5th  

Bible Bowl St. Sophia 
10-2:30 

 
 

Saturday Dec. 12th  
Christmas Party @ the 

home of  Athena Williams 
6:30 

 
 

If  you would like to attend any 
events or need more  
information contact 

St.anthonygoya@yahoo.com.  
 

 

mailto:St.anthonygoya@yahoo.com


Moms N’ Tots 
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Fall
 Par

ty 

LA Zoo  

Field Trip 
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St. Anthony’s Dance Groups 
present their annual 

 

FDF Preview Night 
 

featuring performances by 
 

Bouboukakia, Filarakia, 
Terpsichoreans, and Ta Asterakia 

 
Come enjoy a catered dinner and watch our award-winning dancers perform.   

Afterwards there will be dancing for everyone!  Save the date! 
 
 

Saturday, January 9, 2010 
 

St. Anthony’s Church Hall 
778 S. Rosemead Blvd. 

Pasadena 
 

Doors open at 6:00pm; Dinner and Performances start at 7:00pm 
 

Tickets:       
Prepaid $50  At the door $55 

Children 3 to 12 years old and Dancers $25  Children under 3 Free 
 

Seating is limited so reserve your table early! 
*Table reservations are made on a ‘first come first served’ basis by date paid. 

 

 
For reservations, contact  

Melissa Levandis at (626)665-1767 or MAzarcon@usc.edu or  
Kathy Tsigkounis (909)938-4665 or KYNKOS@att.net 

mailto:MAzarcon@usc.edu
mailto:KYNKOS@att.net
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St. Anthony 
Greek Folk Dance Groups 

November 20, 2009 
 
Dear Fellow Parishioners, 
 
This year is the 25th Anniversary of St. Anthony’s Greek Folk Dance program!  Each year we partici-
pated in FDF, Faith Dance Fellowship, one of the most vibrant youth ministries in the Greek Ortho-
dox Church.  This festival is dedicated to promoting and encouraging Christian fellowship and Greek 
Culture through folk dance, folk art, music, language and worship.  St. Anthony’s Greek Folk Dance 
Groups is again diligently preparing to participate.  This year the festival will be held in San Jose, Cali-
fornia at the San Jose Convention Center from January 14 – 18, 2010.  
 
In anticipation of this exciting, and inspirational weekend we are having our annual FDF Preview 
Night on January 9, 2010.  FDF Preview Night gives our community the opportunity to celebrate with 
and support our dancers before they go to FDF to present and share the ‘fruits’ of all their hard 
work.  
 
We will have musicians from Greece and a wonderful dinner! Come, eat and dance with us! For in-
formation about reservations contact Melissa Levandis at (626)665-1767 or MAzarcon@usc.edu or 
Kathy Tsigkounis (909)938-4665 or KYNKOS@att.net . 
 
Please also consider placing an ad in our FDF Preview Night Program Book.  Express your love, 
friendship, best wishes or congratulations to a dancer, director, the dance program, or St. Anthony’s 
Church in general.   
 
Your support in the past has helped our program to become one of the finest in Southern California!   
Proceeds from this event contribute to the development of our program either by purchasing cos-
tumes, research, or bringing authorities from Greece for workshops to educate our teachers and 
children.   
 
Attached is an ad form for our program book.  For information about the FDF Preview Night Program 
book contact me at 909-591-9102 or email me at DRomios1@aol.com.  Please note our print dead-
line of January 2nd. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
Sincerely, 
 
Dena Romios 
Co-Chairman 
St. Anthony Greek Folk Dance Groups 
 

mailto:MAzarcon@usc.edu
mailto:KYNKOS@att.net
mailto:DRomios1@aol.com
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St. Anthony 
Greek Folk Dance Groups 

 

FDF Preview Night 
Program Book Ad Form 

 
 
 
Full Page   $100 ___________ 
 
Half Page   $75 ____________ 
 
Quarter Page  $50 ____________ 
 
Line ad  $25 ____________ 
 
 
Deadline for ad copy is January 2, 2010.    
 
Print or type ad here: 
_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________ 

 
Business cards may be used as quarter page ads.  Photos may be used on full page ads only and 
need to be emailed in jpeg/jpg format. 
 
Bring your filled out forms with payment to dance practice or to the church office. 
Make your check payable to: St. Anthony Greek Folk Dance Groups 
 
Thank you for your support!! 
 
For more information contact:  
Dena Romios at 909-591-9102, or email at DRomios1@aol.com 
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Please contact Paula Darlas for more information or to register for this very 
special event at PasadenaGreekdance@gmail.com or 818-468-3837 
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Yiannis Konstantinou is a 

graduate of the Pedagogy 

Academy of the University of 

Florina, from which he holds a 

degree in Education.  He also 

holds a Master‟s degree in Lan-

guage and History from the 

University of Philosophy of Yugoslavia, (Belgrade and 

Pristina).  In addition, Yannis is a well-known teacher of 

Greek traditional dance, specialising in the culture and 

traditions of Macedonia.  

 

His knowledge of Greek dance began in his childhood, 

first with his father, Simos Konstantinou, who was a 

lead dancer and master teacher of Greek folkdances, and 

later, with his very early participation in dance perform-

ing groups.  From 1986 until 1990, he participated as a 

charter member in the development and organisation of 

seminars of Greek traditional dance organised for dance 

teachers and dancers in the village of Agios Germanos in 

the Prespes region.  Since 1991, he has been the princi-

pal organiser of these seminars, which currently educate 

between 50 and 60 dance specialists from around the 

world per year.  

 

Since 1990, Yiannis has conducted in-depth research of 

the dances, music, customs, and traditions of social 

groups and ethnic minorities who migrated to Mace-

donia - such as the Vlachs and refugees from Thrace and 

Asia Minor, as well as those indigenous to Mace-

donia.  He also has been involved with comparative re-

search studies of social communities beyond the Greek 

borders. 

 

Since 1992, he has presented many aspects of his re-

search at conferences on traditional dance and music, in 

Greece and in many other countries, such as Australia, 

England, Scotland, Holland, Spain, France, Russia and 

Canada. He also has collaborated with other dance spe-

cialists of the Balkans in presenting the dances, music 

and folklore of specific geographical areas and various 

Balkan ethnic groups, i.e., Vlachs, Roma, Sarakatsani, 

Arvanites, etc..  In 1994, in collaboration with the 

“Center of Greek Tradition”, Yiannis produced a long-

playing album, “The Musical Tradition of Florina” 

which included an historical and social commentary of 

the area. 

  
Yiannis is President and Artistic Director of the 

“Lygistes” Cultural Association (with branches in Ath-

ens and Florina), and a founding member of “The Acad-

emy of Traditional Folklore Dance and Music” located 

in Athens, Greece.   He is also actively involved with the 

“Association for the Preservation and Dissemination of 

Traditional Dance and Music”.  The members of this or-

ganization teach and present the results of their research 

to the primary schools, in order for children living in ur-

ban areas to understand and appreciate the fading tradi-

tional lifestyle of the outlying areas of the country.   

  

Yiannis is highly regarded in Greece and abroad, not 

only because of his comprehensive research and field-

work, but because of his professional dance and teaching 

skills, and his knowledge of both the theoretical and 

practical aspects of this field.  His students are taught the 

most necessary information about the various and com-

plex cultural aspects of the many regions of Greece, and 

receive instruction on teaching, researching, and tran-

scribing dance patterns(„simeographia‟).  Since 2001, he 

has been a teacher for the student dance group of the 

Balkan Studies department of the Aristotle University of 

Thessalonika.  

Workshop & Glendi with  Yianni Konstandinou and  Live Musicians! 
January 23, 2010 

http://yourfdf.org/fdf2010.php


Metropolis Youth Director 

“A Holy Gift” 

      Part 3 of 4 

      By Rev. Deacon Niko Bekris 

      I’ll admit I’m a huge baseball fan, 

but I never understood what bases 

had to do with dating.  People refer to first, second, 

etc when it comes to dating, and I guess the further 

you go with someone physically, the further you go 

along the bases, right?  It seems there are a lot of 

messages floating around in our society about rela-

tionships, specifically about physical relationships- 

how far you’re allowed to go, how everything’s 

okay as long as both people consent, how it’s okay 

as long as it doesn’t affect your happiness, 

etc.  When a person hears these kinds of messages, 

you almost say to yourself, “Yeah, I know that the 

Church teaches to wait until marriage to have sex, 

but is that even realistic today?  Does anyone even 

do that?” 

 Two months ago, I shared that true romantic love 

is just as much a function of the soul as of the body, 

and some thoughts about what our understanding 

of love should be.  Last month I shared some 

thoughts about the next step, dating, and how any 

romantic relationship is fulfilled when it is centered 

around God and our being selfless, not self-

ish.  This month, I’d like to share some thoughts 

about another dimension of relationships- physical 

relations- and to seriously look at this question, be-

cause it is something we’re faced with today, and 

not just in high school.  Given the fact that mes-

sages about physical relations are thrown around 

today in TV, movies, music, billboards, every-

where, I feel it’s important that we bring an aware-

ness to our Church’s message about this topic, and 

ask ourselves, Is this even possible anymore? 

First, I would ask the following- Have you ever 

dated someone, not done anything physical with 

them, and then stopped seeing them after 

things didn’t work out?  How hard is it to stop see-

ing that person?  Now consider how hard it is to 

stop seeing someone you have done something 

physical with, even just kissed?  It is much harder 

to stop seeing someone who you have done some-

thing physical with, because physical relations cre-

ate an even deeper connection between two peo-

ple.  It’s true, and yet we barely ever consider 

it.  When your love- not lust- grows for someone 

romantically, you want to share something with 

the person beyond just a hello or a hug.  This is 

something very natural and human that God has 

given us.  And yet, God knows that physical rela-

tions between a man and a woman do bring them 

closer together, and He wants us to experience this 

in a safe, healthy way, and not get hurt.  

If you have sex with someone, or do anything 

physical with someone, and later that person de-

cides they don’t want to see you anymore, it is 

very, very hurtful.  On the other hand, if two peo-

ple share physical intimacy within the context of a 

married relationship, there is safety, security, and 

commitment there that allows that love to be ful-

filled- especially if two people in a marriage do 

their best to emulate Christ’s love in their love for 

one another.  In other words, God wants you to 

guard your heart.  God has given us something tre-

mendously special, a holy gift, and He doesn’t 

want us to emotionally burn ourselves out, or dis-

respect our bodies by treating sex as if it weren’t a 

blessing.  It is not about how many “bases” some-

one gets to.  It’s not about “getting with some-

one.”  If you allow God to guide your relationship 

with someone- your body and your soul- and you 

wait until marriage to have sex, you will experience 

a healthy relationship and God won’t let you 

down.  Dating is a time to just focus on getting to 

know more about yourself and about what kind of 

person you gel with, and God willing, who you ul-

timately will marry.  

      And that leads me to next month’s topic… 
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Bible Study Corner 
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Well our bible study sessions are in full 

swing and the attendance along with every-

one‟s participation has been excellent. We 

are beginning to see some new faces at our 

sessions which have been a blessing and have 

added a new perspective to the sessions.  

 

We have been taking our time through the 

Old Testament and we are still in the book of 

Genesis. We continue to study salvation history in relation to 

the covenants of God.  

 

In our studies we brought up the issue of being created in the 

image of God. We read in the Bible that man was made in the 

image of God (Genesis 1:26-28). We concluded that more 

than just a creature, Adam was endowed with the grace of 

divine sonship. From the first moment of his existence, Adam 

stood in the presence of God, as a son before his loving Fa-

ther. By nature we are God‟s creatures and servants; but by 

grace, we are elevated to become his beloved children. St. 

Gregory of Nyssa wrote in relation to the creation of man, 

“God deliberated about the best way to bring to life a creation 

worthy of honor. If therefore Scripture tells us that man was 

made last, after every animate thing, the lawgiver is doing 

nothing else than declaring to us the doctrine of the soul, con-

sidering that what is perfect comes last.” Because we are cre-

ated in God‟s image we are granted with these three essential 

qualities: the sanctity of life, the dignity of human labor and 

the sacredness of family love.  

 

Life possesses great sacredness. Society often makes the mis-

take of ascribing value according to a person‟s great works, 

good looks or economic productivity and output. This was the 

same mistake, if we recall our history that was made by the 

Nazis in World War II. It is also at the heart of abortion and 

euthanasia in our time. The sanctity of life includes the un-

born, aged, the physically infirmed and mentally impaired. 

Every person has this awesome and immeasurable dignity 

because each human is made in the image of God. We are all 

cloaked with this dignity, even those who sin or have commit-

ted some horrible act, because no man is beyond redemption. 

In our study we also came to realize that our work has special 

value, but society seems to get it backwards. Our labor isn‟t 

what confers dignity upon us; it is bearing the image of God 

that invests our work with honor. God Himself labored to 

bring creation into existence. We were called to work before 

the fall, in imitation of God our Father. 

 

Lastly, we learned in relation to being created in the image of 

God, that we as humans are like God. As persons we have 

reasoning intellects, free wills and a unique capacity to love. 

God made our nature unlike any other. As humans, we find 

ourselves somewhere between the angels and beasts; with 

physical bodies and rational souls. Angels can love but not 

reproduce; animals can reproduce, but without love. We have 

the truly unique capacity to do both. When we truly love as a 

spouse, a parent, a sister, or a brother we are sharing ulti-

mately in God‟s very own life and love. As persons-in-family 

we are called to live and love like God the Father, the Son and 

Holy Spirit. 

 

In Christ, 

Christos Theoharatos 

Bible Studies  
 

Monday Evenings 
7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  

 

Wednesday Morning 
10:00  to 11:30 a.m.  

A Christmas Prayer  

Loving Father, Help us remember the birth of Jesus,  
that we may share in the song of the angels,  

the gladness of the shepherds,  
and worship of the wise men.  

 
Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over 

the world. Let kindness come with every gift and good 
desires with every greeting. Deliver us from evil by the 
blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry 

with clear hearts.  
 

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy chil-
dren, and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with 

grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake. 
Amen.  

 
by Robert Louis Stevenson  



Philoptochos 
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The Ladies Philoptochos Society 40th annual Holiday Benefit 

Luncheon will take place at the Langham Hotel on  
 

Saturday, December 12, 2009   
 

Santa’s Kitchen and Holiday Boutique begin at 11:00 am with  
luncheon and fashion show to follow.   

 

 
For more information, please contact: 

Star Program:  Dorothea Malina (818) 241-9533 
Reservations:  Fontaine Malisos (626) 446-3622 

Thanksgiving and Christmas philanthropies 
need many helping hands. Friends in Deed - 

Food Bank is set up in the hall for your canned 
food donations. Philoptochos supports the 

needs of residents at Trinity Home for the 
Youth at Christmas, with a gift of blankets for 

each resident. Connie Becker will hold a blan-
ket drive to cover the $25 cost for each blan-

ket. A table will be set up in the hall for parish-
ioners who wish to donate. 

The Ladies Philoptochos Society Panagia Chap-
ter have many ongoing programs. Your mem-

bership would in rich these charities with your 
support and new ideas. For membership please 

contact Evangeline Dupas. We look forward to 
seeing you at a general meeting, everyone is 

welcome. 

Following the Christmas Eve Liturgy Philopto-
chos will host a reception of coffee and cookies 

in the church hall.  
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IOCC 

The IOCC continues to  lead the Orthodox community outreach in the 

United States.  Thank you to everyone that came to the Rose bowl for 
the IOCC walk on Oct. 31st and to the committee members who dedi-

cated countless hours preparing.    

Bishop Joseph from the Antiochian Orthodox 
Church joined the walk along with several clergy 

from surrounding Orthodox parishes, he lead the 
participants in an opening prayer.  Thank you to 
Jenny and John Tsouvalas who brought their scout 

troop to hand out water at the half way mark.  
Upon completing the WALK...participants wait in line for those delicious 

IN-N-OUT Burgers.   

Kudos to all of the Pasadena participants for their support of this won-

derful ministry. 
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Wishing you all the  
joys of the season.  

 
Wishing you and your  

family a Merry Christmas!  


